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Silverton Jazz Festival Run 
Story and pictures by Craig Evans 
2005 Titanium Grey Mazdaspeed 
 

Although May proved to be a cool and rainy 

month in the Pacific Northwest, it didn’t stop 

16 diehard enthusiasts in 11 Miatas from en-

joying a spirited run down into the Willamette 

Valley.   

We met in Oregon City for an exciting jaunt 

through the hills of the eastern Willamette 

Valley. It was cloudy and cool when we start-

ed out, but the rain held off long enough for 

us to complete the run on dry pavement.  The 

route we took started along the Clackamas 

River and then cut up through the hills east of 

Redland, toward Colton and Molalla, and fi-

nally to the valley north of Silverton.  

The run took us over some great windy, twisty 

roads past farms and fields and through for-

ests with some amazing scenery.  After ap-

proximately two hours of excitement we end-

ed up at Silver Falls State Park and enjoyed 

breathtaking views.  From there we pressed 

on to Silverton with a relaxing luncheon at 

Seven Brides Brewing.   

After lunch we disbanded and the wine aficio-

nados stayed on in Silverton to partake in the 

jazz festival. Overall this proved to be another 

successful run with a great group of people. 
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Summer will FINALLY 
be here in just a couple 
of weeks!  About time!! 
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President’s Corner 
Myron Martwick 
 
June is busting out all over!! Finally we are getting 
a few real sunny days. I don’t know about you, but 
for me I get itchy feet and the only way to scratch 
'em is on the clutch, brake and gas pedals of 
THOR. 
 
The poker run on May 21

st
 had perfect weather, 

overcast but warm, with dry roads. The food at the 
Canby Pub and Grill was very good by all reports.  
The poker pot was a total of $90. The high hand 
got $45, 2

nd
 hand $27 and 3

rd
 hand $18. Most all 

the players took two hands and fun was had by all. 
 
The Utah Miata Club plans to host Miatas in Moab 
V from May 4 to May 6, 2012. Liz and I attended 
the event last year, and I can say without a doubt 
that it is worth the trip. The roads and scenery 
around Moab are some of the best you will ever 
experience.  
 
Please join me in welcoming Diane Harkins as the 
Club's new Treasurer.  Diane stepped up and vol-
unteered to take over the position after Tiersa 
Rodell stepped down due to time conflicts.  
Welcome, Diane! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, I must issue another call to the 
membership to fill a Board position.  Membership 
Director Arlene Mastenbrook will resign as soon as 
a replacement is found.  Arlene is presently work-
ing 60+ hours per week and has her house on the 
market, which leaves little free time in her sched-
ule.  If you can spare a few hours each month to 
serve your Club, please contact me at presi-
dent@mthoodmiata.org as soon as possible. 
 
The Board will meet on Saturday June 18, 2011 to 
begin plans for the Christmas get-together and 
other member issues. Please contact any Board 
member if there is a concern you want discussed 
or brought before the membership. 

Poker Run 
Story and pictures by Ronnie Birk 
1991 Crystal White 
 

I just got home from doing the 
Miata Poker Run, put together 
by our fearless leader Myron. 
I have just one word to sum up 
the run: “FANTASTIC”!!!! 

Since my free time is very lim-
ited, I keep my fingers crossed 
and my prayers sent to the Miata 
Gods to have events land on 
weekends that I have off.  I was 
very pleased to see that a poker 
run was being set up for a day 
that I could go 
and jumped at the 
chance to partici-
pate.  It's been 
years since my 
last poker run and 
that was on a mo-
torcycle, so this 
was a more com-
fortable ride all 
around.  
 
I must say that the 
route Myron put 
together for all of 
us was amazing.  
The overcast day with no rain 
made it just perfect.  Seventeen 
people in 11 cars participated, 
which was a good turnout. 
 
I did not have a navigator with 
me on this run, so I found it very 
interesting to read directions, 
look to the side of the road for 
flags and try to drive and not hit 
anything at the same time.  I 
spent a lot of the route laughing 
at myself for driving past the 
streets I was suppose to turn on 

and having to turn around and 
hit them coming from the other 
direction.  Thank goodness this 
was not a timed run! 
 
The scenery was wonderful, 
there were farm animals here 
and there, and around one cor-
ner was a sudden and beautiful 

splash of color from an 
azalea farm that was sell-
ing plants.  Too bad I had 
no room in the Miata or I 
would have stopped to 
buy some (says the wom-
an who once moved a 
bookcase in her Miata - 
Ed.) 
 
Each of the participants 
were supposed to find 
seven poker cards, which 

were located at areas marked by 
flags.  At the Hwy 213 junction, 
four Miatas caught up with me 
and we all pulled over at the 
Markum Inn for a pit stop and to 
compare notes.  By this time in 

the run we each 
should have had 
five cards, but we 
only had four.  I'm 
still not sure which 
flag we missed.  
From the Markum 
Inn, we decided to 
stick together and 
finish out the run 
as a group. 
 
It was not long be-
fore we arrived at 
the Canby Pub 
and Grill for drinks, 

food and great conversation.  
Myron announced we could all 
open our envelopes to reveal 
our poker hands.  Chuc Sheeler 
and Craig Evans were the win-
ners; I did no better than three of 
a kind. 
 
From the looks of it everyone 
had a wonderful time and I am in 
high hopes that a Poker Run will 
be set up at least once a year. 
 
Zoom-Zoom! 
Ronnie 

mailto:president@mthoodmiata.org
mailto:president@mthoodmiata.org
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Letõs Stay In Touch!  

 

 

 

 

 
Have you moved?  Do you have a 
new phone number or e-mail ad-
dress?  Bought or sold  a  Miata?  
Please update your  contact infor-
mation so that we can let you know 
about  changes to or cancellations 
of planned events, or to notify you of 
a last-minute run in which you might 
want to participate.   
 
Please log on to the Members Only 
section of the Club website, click on 
the Roster button, and edit your de-
tails. Alternatively, you can e-mail 
your updates to Arlene 
Mastenbrook, Membership Director, 
at membership@mthoodmiata.org. 
 

MHMC General Meeting 
Thursday, June 9 at 8:00 PM 

 
The May meeting was attended by 28 
members and was held at Flying Pie 
Pizza in Southeast Portland. Flying Pie  
was a new venue for us. The room was 
large and quiet and the pizza was ex-
cellent.  I'm sure we'll be back! 
 
The June meeting will be held at one of 
our favorite places: Café Allegro at  
12386 SW Main St 
in downtown Tigard. As usual, dinner 
begins at 7pm and the meeting will be 
called to order at 8 pm. The raffle will be 
held at the end of the meeting.  
Please RSVP to Vice President Charles 
Sheeler at  

vp@mthoodmiata.org if you plan to at-
tend, so that we can let the restaurant 
know in advance how many will be in 
our group (no RSVP is necessary if you 
do not plan to attend).   See you there! 

Happenings 
 
Dave Russell  
Activities Director 
 
The club is really going 
great guns with events this year. 
Thanks to all who are making it happen!  
Here are a few future events to keep in 
mind (see the website for more info): 
 

¶ June 11: West Cascades Scenic 
Byway Run.  8:30 start from the 
Safeway in Damascus, OR. Lunch in 
Detroit ending up in Oakridge, OR 
(east of Eugene). This is an all-day 
event with lots of opportunities to split 
from the group if you need to leave 
early. It is well worth going the dis-
tance as you will get a chance to ex-
perience Aufderheide Drive, a not-to-
be-missed wonderful forested drive 
on some nice twisty roads. 

¶ June 25: Pat’s Acres Run & Kart-
ing.  This event is still in the planning 
stages. Watch the website for details. 

¶ June 25: Mazda Appreciation Day. 
BBQ at Alan Webb Mazda from 2-4 
PM 

¶ July 9-10: Portland Historic Races 
at PIR. This is a wonderful two-day 
event. We will have a corral of Miatas 
both days and a chance to take some 
parade laps on the racetrack at PIR. 
This is one of the club’s favorite social 
events. Plan on spending all day at 
the track on the days you attend. We 

will be working out some ticket shar-
ing opportunities for those who won’t 
be attending both days.  
NOTICE: You need to get your 
entry fee for this event into the 
club treasurer as soon as possi-
ble.  There is an entry form on the 
last page of this newsletter. 

¶ July 30: Cedar Creek Grist Mill 
Run. 

¶ August 20: Summer in the Vineyard 
Run. 

¶ September 10: Twistin’ to Tilla-
mook Run. 

¶ October 22: Cemetery Crawl. 

¶ November 13: Ragtops in the Vine-
yard. 

New events are frequently added, so be 
sure to check the website often! 

 
Non-Club Events 

 
Local & Northwest Events: 

¶ July 15-17: Explore Oregon 
(Willamette Valley Miata Club). 

¶ August 7: Columbia River Con-
cours d’Elegance.  9:30 AM - 4:30 
PM in Vancouver (for information on-
ly, no run scheduled). 

 
Out-of-Area Events: 

¶ August 4-7: Flyin’ Miata Summer 
Camp, Palisades CO. 

¶ May 4, 5 & 6 2012: Miatas in Moab 
V (Utah Miata Club). Make your reser-
vations now - the hotel (Red Cliffs 
Lodge) fills up fast. 

 

New Members: 

Maggie Dillard 
Glen & Gale Gieg 
Ryan Ouellette 
Trent Parsons 
Fred & Susan Powers 
Leonard Surface 

= FUN!!! 

Do the math and join us! 

We welcome you to join the Mt. 
Hood Miata Club. Membership is 
$30 per year, which includes a sub-
scription to the club’s monthly news-
letter.  We schedule a variety of lo-
cal events throughout the year, and 
also participate in events with other 
Miata clubs.  To become a member, 
fill out the membership application 
and follow the submission instruc-
tions at the bottom of the page.  If 
you have any questions, please 
email them to member-
ship@mthoodmiata.org.  See you 
soon!   

+ 

mailto:membership@mthoodmiata.org
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/12386+SW+Main+Street+Tigard+OR+97223/C:/Users/Kevin/Documents/asshole.zip
mailto:vp@mthoodmiata.org
mailto:activities@mthoodmiata.org
http://www.columbiariverconcours.com
http://www.columbiariverconcours.com
http://www.flyinmiata.com/news/openhouse11/index.php
http://www.flyinmiata.com/news/openhouse11/index.php
http://www.flyinmiata.com/news/openhouse11/index.php
http://www.utahmiataclub.com
http://www.redcliffslodge.com/
http://www.redcliffslodge.com/
http://www.mthoodmiata.org/MemberApp.aspx
mailto:membership@mthoodmiata.org
mailto:membership@mthoodmiata.org
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New member Glen Gieg was kind enough 
to send this picture of his 2011 Sunlight 
Silver Metallic PRHT.  Welcome, Glen!  

Not-so-new members 
Jim and Peggy Oliver 
were on vacation in Pan-
ama earlier this year, and 
Peggy spied this 1991 
Crystal White near their 
hotel in Panama City.  
She and Jim talked with 
the car's owner, who told 
them that Miata parts are 
difficult to obtain in Pana-

ma.  Ever the helpful Mi-
ata enthusiast - and fel-
low Crystal White owner 
- Peggy suggested sev-
eral parts sources in the 
US.   

Hopefully, Peggy's tips 
will allow him to keep his 
CW on the road for many 
more years.  Nice job, 
Peg! 

Use Your Noodle! 
 
If you have an NA with a zippered 
plastic window, you know that you 
to have to unzip it before dropping 
the top.  If you don't unzip the win-
dow, you run the risk of putting a 
big ol' nasty crease in the plastic.   
 
President Myron Martwick, who 
once owned a '90 Crystal White, 
told me of a way to eliminate the 
need to unzip the window.  It is so 

simple that I thought I'd pass it 
along to other NA owners. 
 
For less than four bucks I picked 
up a nice blue "pool noodle".  I 
trimmed off a few inches to get it 
to fit snugly inside the package 
tray, then positioned it so that 
when the top is lowered, the win-
dow rolls around the noodle in-
stead of creasing, as shown in the 
pictures of my '91 Crystal White. 
 

Thanks for the tip, 
Myron! 
 
 We can't do any-

thing about high 
gas prices, but 
here's yet another 
reason to make 
us happy we drive 
Miatas.  Thanks 
to Peggy Oliver 
for passing this 
along! 


