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Shorten Your Parking Brake Lever 
Procedure by Paul Marcantonio 

Text and pictures by Kevin De Angelis 
January 2, 2010 

 
The NA is about as roomy as a Miata gets, but as we all know there are limits to how comfortable the car 
can be.  In my case, the parking brake lever is a major source of discomfort ï see Figure 1.  Iôm just of 
average height but I have fairly long legs, and the lever rubs against my thigh.  It can really be irritating 
after a while, so I decided to shorten it.  The procedure which follows was originally developed by Paul, 
but I altered it a bit.  The pictures are of my ô91 Miata.  It took about four to five hours, but Iôm a slowpoke 
and I was taking pictures.  Without pictures, I could have done it in half that time. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 ï Ouch, that hurts!! L 
 
Procedure: 
 
1. Remove the screw (Figure 2) to separate the two halves of the side cover assembly from the lever 

assembly, and then remove the cover (Figure 3). 
 

    
 
Figure 2 ï Remove screw to separate cover halves Figure 3 ï Lever with cover assembly removed 
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2. Remove the plastic handle.  It fits tightly and is glued on, so I used a pair of channel locks to twist it 
off.  Wrap a towel around the handle to protect it as shown in Figure 4 (only necessary if you want to 
have the option of using the bottom of the handle ï see Step 17).  Figure 5 shows the lever with the 
plastic handle removed. 

 

   
 

Figure 4 ï Twist off plastic handle  Figure 5 ï Lever with handle removed 
 
 

3. Unscrew the release button from the end of the lever.  Remove it and the spring (Figure 6).  The 
release rod will then drop down from the tube (Figure 7).   
 

     
 

Figure 6 ï Remove the release button and spring Figure 7 ï Release rod drops down 
 

4. Remove the lever assembly from the car before continuing.  Itôs not absolutely necessary to remove it 
ï Paul didnôt ï but I chose to do so for three reasons.  First, it was easier to take pictures with the 
assembly on my workbench.J  Second, I wasnôt comfortable using a hacksaw inside my car.  Third, 
itôs much easier to reassemble the parts and ensure their proper operation on a bench.  The lever 
assembly is mounted to the floor with three 12 mm bolts (Figure 8).   
  

5. The brake cable adjustment screw, a retaining clip and an electrical connector also need to be 
removed (Figure 9).  Donôt lose the clip - it prevents the screw from turning.  Depress the tab on the 
electrical connector (see Figure 23 to see what the connector looks like) and pull it off the spade 
contact.  Before you remove the adjustment screw, use a screwdriver to scribe a mark at the top of 
the screw (Figure 10).  That way youôll easily be able to return the screw to its original position when 
you reinstall the lever assembly. 
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Figure 8 ï Parking lever assembly bolts (thatôs a socket wrench on the single bolt) 
 
 

 
 

Figure 9 ï Brake cable adjustment screw, retaining clip and electrical spade contact 

Adjustment screw 

Retaining clip 

Electrical spade 
contact 
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Figure 10 ï Adjustment screw scribe mark 
 
 

6. Once the adjustment screw is removed, take the parking brake cable off the lever assembly and pull 
the assembly from the car (Figure 11). 

 

 
 

Figure 11 ï Remove brake cable and pull lever assembly from vehicle 
 

 
7. With the lever assembly on the bench, look through the open section of the lever.  There are three 

parts to note: The ratchet, locking tab and the release rod (Figure 12).  Itôs difficult to describe in 
words, but what you should do is to figure out how the release rod and locking tab work before cutting 

Scratch a scribe mark here 


